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State Finalizes Major Land Purchase of an Environmental Jewel in Florida Keys 

On Tuesday, September 23, 2014, the State finalized the purchase of 928 acres of conservation land in 

Monroe County known as the “Johnson Tract.”  The Governor and Cabinet met today in Tallahassee and 

approved the $3.6 million deal. The acquisition is funded through the Florida Forever program which 

provides for the purchase of environmentally fragile land.  This deal represents one of the most significant 

land purchases in the Florida Keys in the 13 years of the Florida Forever program.  

The Johnson Tract, in the Sugarloaf Key area, has been a high priority for state and federal agencies and 

Monroe County for years. It is the largest undeveloped, privately owned land area in the Florida Keys 

Florida Forever project area containing extremely valuable natural resources, and is surrounded by 

conservation lands. The County’s Growth Management staff has worked closely with the State’s DEP 

staff to underscore the importance of this property’s contribution to both land and water resources. The 

Land Authority’s Executive Director, Mark Rosch, who helped successfully shepherd the purchase 

between the State and the property owner, categorizes the Johnson Tract as “an outstanding conservation 

property.”  The Conservation Fund was also instrumental in helping to shepherd the acquisition. 

This property lies within the Florida Keys Florida Forever Ecosystem Project, containing over 13,000 

acres of environmentally sensitive land, about half of which has been acquired by the State.  Public 

acquisition of property within the Florida Keys Ecosystem project will preserve all the significant 

unprotected hardwood hammocks left in the Keys, and the many extremely rare plants and animals 

sheltered within those hammocks, including the Lower Keys march rabbit and Key Deer, and many bird 

species including the Gray Kingbird, Bald Eagle and Antillean Night Hawk.  

  



State Rep. Holly Raschein hailed the acquisition, "Florida Forever has long been a favorite program of 

mine. It is wonderful to see this program being used to purchase such an important, environmentally 

sensitive property and promote the preservation of our fragile ecosystem." 

The acquisition also promotes the quality and functions of the project’s adjacent water and wetlands, 

helping to protect the Outstanding Florida Waters of the Keys, the recreational and commercial fisheries, 

and the reefs around the islands.  It will also give residents and visitors more areas for enjoying the 

natural beauty of the Keys. 

“This is yet another demonstration of the State of Florida’s commitment to the protection and 

conservation of the unique land and waters of the Florida Keys, and speaking on behalf of Monroe 

County, we are extremely pleased and appreciative for the State’s support,” stated Monroe County 

Commissioner George Neugent. 

 


